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On the Rise of Local Public Welfare in the Late Qing Dynasty and the

Promotion of National Modernization Transition

ZHOU Qiu—guang HUANG Zhao-feng
( School of History and Culture Hunan Normal University Changsha 410081 China)
Abstract: Since the late Qing Dynasty the drastic changes in Chinese traditional society are different from
those in the past which also promoted the transformation of traditional charity as a supplement to social gov—
ernance into modern public welfare undertakings which are devoted to local rejuvenation and reform. Com-
pared with traditional philanthropy modern public welfare absorbed the concept of public welfare introduced
from the West while inheriting the essence of traditional philanthropy and took care of the social problems fa—
cing it. It gradually reorganized and transformed and eventually sprouted and spread in the new period of the
1898 Reform Movement and presented a different landscape in the public welfare practice under the back-
ground of local autonomy in the late Qing Dynasty. The local public welfare in the late Qing Dynasty covers the
promotion of new-style education the establishment of industrial schools the development of medical and
health care the improvement of urban traffic the creation of fire protection organizations and the improve—
ment of social vulnerabilities. Local public welfare undertakings play an important role in the modern society
and play an irreplaceable role in helping China transform from tradition to the modern times. Its main manifes—
tations include the process of political modernization the transformation of economic modernization and the
promotion of the evolution of education from tradition to modern times in order to stimulate national spirit and
improve social customs.
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